On the basis of the third indent of the eleventh paragraph of Article 51.h of the Higher Education Act (OG RS, No 119/06 – official consolidated version, 59/07 – ZŠtip, 15/08 – Constitutional Court Decision, 64/08, 86/09 and 62/2010 – ZUPJS), the Council of Slovenian Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education set out, at its eleventh session on 18 November 2010, the following
CRITERIA

FOR THE ALLOCATION OF CREDITS TO STUDY PROGRAMMES UNDER ECTS

Article 1

(contents) 

This act contains the criteria for the allocation of credits to study programmes under the European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (hereinafter: ECTS) and for the definition of the minimum share of elective components in study programmes.
Article 2

(purpose of the credit system)

ECTS is a system for the accumulation and transfer of credits. It improves the transparency and comparability of systems and study programmes and enables the mobility of students and the mutual recognition of course units completed. It is used for the accumulation of the credits necessary to complete a study programme and for the transfer of credits from one study programme to another, either between higher education institutions in the Republic of Slovenia, or between higher education institutions in the Republic of Slovenia and higher education institutions in other countries.
ECTS contributes to the attractiveness of European higher education in comparison to systems outside Europe, eases access to the labour market, and enables the recognition of knowledge, training and abilities acquired through formal or non-formal learning and in this way contributes to the expansion and promotion of lifelong learning.

ECTS promotes strategies of student-centred learning: the starting point is student workload. Such an approach focuses on learning outcomes as defined in the programme and is based on modern, innovative methods, active learning, group work and individual contact between the student and teaching staff and other staff.
Article 3

(credits)

A credit is a unit of measure for evaluating the average amount of work done by the student (hereinafter: student workload). 
One credit corresponds to 25 to 30 hours of student workload; the annual student workload ranges from 1,500 to 1,800 hours.

Student workload includes the following: lectures, seminars, exercises and other forms of organised study (practical training, in-class observations, performances, fieldwork, etc.), individual study (work in progress, study of literature, seminar papers, projects, research), preparation for exams or other forms of testing, and a thesis (undergraduate, master's or doctoral).
The student is awarded credits on completing the study requirements defined in the third paragraph of this Article, for each successfully completed study requirement. 
The number of credits of the study programme as a whole is the product of the number of years of the official duration of the study programme and the annual number of credits.

Article 4

(allocating credits to study programmes)

Professional higher education study programmes and university study programmes (first cycle) typically include 180 to 240 ECTS credits and last between three and four years.

Master's study programmes include between 60 and 120 credits and have a duration of between one and two years, where the total duration of programmes in the same field, including the first-cycle study programme, is five years. Master's study programmes consisting of 60 credits allow students who have completed first-cycle studies consisting of 180 credits to complete additional course units in order to obtain the total 120 credits necessary to complete the master's programme.
The duration of studies under study programmes leading to professions regulated by EU directives must be coordinated with these directives.

Doctoral study programmes include 180 credits and have a duration of three years.

Studies under first- and second-cycle study programmes implemented in parts as defined by the programme shall have credits allocated to them. 
Supplementary study programmes shall include a minimum of 10 and a maximum of 60 credits.

For the needs of external evaluation, it shall be considered that higher vocational study programmes include 120 credits and have a duration of two years.

Article 5

(allocation of credits by year, semester and curriculum)

Study programmes must be devised in such a way that 60 credits are allocated to each individual year of the study programme, with 30 credits normally allocated to a semester. 
The number of credits necessary to complete an individual programme component (i.e. subject, module, practical training, etc.), and the learning outcomes both of the entire study programme and of individual programme components must be evident from the curriculum. 
The minimum number of credits that must be allocated to each subject is three; the recommended number of credits for an individual module is at least five or a multiple thereof; two credits shall be awarded for one week of practical training.

Allocation of fractions of credits (expressed as decimal numbers) to programme components is not permitted.

If a degree thesis, master's thesis or doctoral dissertation is envisaged for the completion of studies, this must be allocated credits, although in such a way that the total number of credits for the individual study programme does not exceed the number in Article 4 of this act.
The university or independent higher education institution shall set out, in the statute or other act, the procedures for the participation of students or the student council in the assessment and verification of the actual student workload. Implementation of these procedures shall be verified during external evaluation of the higher education institution.
Following the introduction of a new study programme, it shall be necessary to verify the actual student workload every academic year until the graduation of the first enrolled generation and, subsequently, at least every two years.

A description of the methodology of verifying student workloads shall be part of the quality manual adopted by the higher education institution. The self-evaluation report of the higher education institution must contain the results of verification of these workloads.

Article 6

(criteria for compulsory and elective programme components)

Taking into account the characteristics of the field of study to which the study programme belongs and the academic research or artistic fields on which it is based, and taking into account the cycle and type of the study programme and its internal structure (fields, modules, single-discipline, two-discipline study, regulated professions, etc.), ratios between compulsory and elective elements of the programme shall be defined, where elective components must account for at least 10%.

The share of elective programme components or the number of credits which the student can obtain in other study programmes must be defined separately. 
For reasons of mobility, the student must have the possibility of transferring at least 10 credits from compulsory or elective programme components from one study programme to another. 
The university or independent higher education institution shall determine, in the statute or other act, procedures for recognising credits obtained in other study programmes in the same higher education institution or other higher education institutions.

Article 7

(body or person responsible for ECTS at the higher education institution)

The university or independent higher education institution shall determine, in the statute or other act, a body or one or more responsible persons for the implementation of ECTS and the coordination of related tasks.

Article 8

(information package of the higher education institution)

For the purpose of informing students about the credit system, the higher education institution shall prepare an information package. This must contain information on the principal programme components, notably a curriculum with descriptions of subjects, study requirements defined by credits and information on the examination regime or assessment methods and the assessment scale. 
The information package may also include other elements at the discretion of the higher education institution. It shall be issued in the Slovene language and it is recommended that also be issued in at least one other official language of the EU.
The information package must be brought up to date simultaneously with changes to study programmes.

The information package must be made public.

Article 9

(other documents)

Higher education institutions shall adopt the following documents (standardised forms) for the implementation of student exchanges, the transfer of credits, and potentially the accumulation of credits: application form, transcripts of records, learning agreement, and others.
The forms of the documents referred to in the previous paragraph must be published on the website of the university or independent higher education institution.

Article 10

(entry into force of the criteria)

This act shall enter into force on the third day following its publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia.
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