On the basis of the eighth indent of the eleventh paragraph of Article 51.h of the Higher Education Act (OG RS, No 119/06 – official consolidated version, 59/07 – ZŠtip, 15/08 – Constitutional Court Decision, 64/08, 86/09 and 62/2010 – ZUPJS), the Council of the Slovenian Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education set out, at its eleventh session on 18 November 2010, the following

CRITERIA FOR ENTRY IN THE REGISTER OF EXPERTS

Article 1

(area regulated)

This act sets out the criteria for entering experts in the register of experts (hereinafter: register of experts) referred to in Article 51.z of the Higher Education Act (hereinafter: ZViS). 

Article 2

(candidates)

Candidates for entry in the register shall include higher education teachers and lecturers in higher vocational education, researchers and students.

Candidates for entry in the register shall also include other experts involved in the assessment of quality in higher vocational education or higher education.

Article 3

(fulfilment of conditions)

In order to be listed in the register of experts, candidates must meet general and special conditions and have experience of quality assessment in higher vocational education or higher education. 

Article 4

(general conditions)

A candidate shall meet general conditions if he or she is broadly familiar with:

1. the legal regulation, organisation and functioning of higher education and higher vocational education in the Republic of Slovenia;

2. European standards and guidelines in the field of higher education and the characteristics of the European Higher Education Area;

3. quality assurance in higher education and higher vocational education.

Article 5

(special conditions)

The candidate should meet the following special conditions:

1. detailed knowledge of the characteristics, organisation and functioning of higher education institutions and higher vocational institutions from specific subject areas;

2. a higher level of knowledge of English and a basic level of knowledge of another foreign language;

3. ability to conduct interviews, ask directed questions important for objective assessment, listen, and summarise findings logically and clearly;

4. ability to communicate in different circumstances and with different interlocutors;

5. ability to work in a group and as part of a team;

6. ability to prepare and implement projects effectively and manage projects;

7. impartiality and independence.

Article 6

(quality assessment experience)

The candidate shall have experience of quality assessment in at least three of the areas listed below:

1. teaching and learning methods;

2. method and system of evaluating educational achievements and scholarly, research, artistic or professional achievements;

3. management of educational work and scholarly, research, artistic or professional work;

4. operation of higher vocational and higher education institutions;

5. expert contribution to the development, design or preparation of evaluations;

6. international experience in the field of evaluation.

Article 7

(call for applications)

The Council of the National Agency for Quality Assurance in Higher Education of the Republic of Slovenia (hereinafter: the Agency Council) shall issue a call for applications to candidates for entry in the register of experts.

The candidate's application must be accompanied by the following documents:

1. curriculum vitae;

2. declaration of fulfilment of general and special conditions;

3. declaration of fulfilment of at least three types of quality assurance experience (Article 6), and

4. recommendations or references from the field of quality assurance in higher vocational or higher education. 

Student candidates do not need to enclose the declarations from the third indent of the second paragraph of this Article; they must however enclose suitable proof of student status valid on the date of application. Student candidates shall also enclose a certificate of successfully completed student training in the field of quality assessment in higher vocational or higher education under a programme approved by the Agency Council. 

Article 8

(compulsory training)

Candidates for entry in the register of experts must participate in compulsory training organised by the Agency on the following topics and fields:

1. legislation from the field of higher vocational or higher education in the Republic of Slovenia;

2. the quality assurance criteria prepared by the Agency;

3. European standards and guidelines in the field of quality assurance and the characteristics of the European Higher Education Area;

4. effective and efficient project management;

5. effective and efficient work in a group;

6. quality assurance instruments;

7. examples of good practice;

8. preparation and implementation of assessment for initial accreditation;

9. preparation and implementation of external evaluation;

10. preparation of reports and their presentation to the Agency Council.

Article 9

(entry in the register of experts)

Following the successful completion of training, the Agency Council shall enter the experts in the register and notify the registered experts accordingly. 

An expert shall be entered in the register of experts for a period of five years and may be re-entered when five years have elapsed since the last entry and the successful completion of training for this purpose. The decision on re-entry shall be made by the Agency Council.

Article 10

(continuous training)

Because of the constant enhancing of knowledge from the field of quality assurance, the experts entered in the register of experts must necessarily take part in workshops and training sessions organised for this purpose by the Agency, while students must also take part in student training in the field of quality in higher vocational or higher education according to a programme approved by the Agency Council. 

Article 11

(removal from the register of experts)

An expert shall be removed from the register of experts:

1. at his or her request or proposal, communicated to the president of the Agency Council and the director of the Agency;

2. as a result of infringement of the provisions of these criteria.

The decision on the premature removal of an expert from the register of experts will be taken by the Agency Council.

Article 12

(payment)

Experts will be paid for their work after completion of all the envisaged tasks in connection with an individual assessment in which they are involved. Payment is calculated on the basis of a points system defined by the Agency Council which is an annex to the Rules of Procedure of the Council of Slovenian Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education. 
Article 13

(cooperation with foreign agencies)

Following entry of the agency in the European Quality Assurance Register for Higher Education (EQAR), experts entered in the register of experts may also take part, with their consent, in the external evaluation procedures of higher education institutions in other countries.

Article 14

(validity of the criteria)

These criteria shall enter into force on the third day following their publication in the Official Gazette of the Republic of Slovenia.
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